
Pray for  the  Summer Minist r ies  of  Our  Students  

  Does it matter what kind of 
college a professing Chris-
tian attends? Are there pres-
sures on believers in college 
to defect from the faith? 
How strong are these pres-
sures? What proportion of 
students who attend non-
Christian and Christian col-
leges “drop out” of their 
faith commitment over four 
years of college? Do college 
campus life and academic 
life have an impact on one’s  
spiritual vitality?  
  A recently published paper 
by Jeff Myers of Passing the 
Baton International, Inc. 
formerly of the Myers 
Institute for Commu-
nication and Leader-
ship, summarized a 
2001 updated study 
by Gary Railsback 
and the Higher Edu-
cation Research Institute 
(HERI) at the University of 
California, Los Angeles. 
  In his paper he gives data  
that suggest answers to these 
and other questions about 
the kind of impact one’s 

college experience may have 
on one’s spiritual commitment 
over four years. 
  Among the findings in the 
1997-2001 longitudinal study 
of almost 10,000 students be-
tween their freshman and sen-
ior years, were: 
 
First: The percentage of stu-
dents who no longer referred 
to themselves as “born again” 
in their senior year (“drop-
out” was the researchers’ 
term) but who did use that 
identity in their freshman year 
varied by institution. 
• Public universities, 27% 

• Private universities, 45% 
• Public 4-year colleges, 

32% 
• Catholic colleges,  59% 
• Protestant colleges, 31% 
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  Information about scholar-
ships and special programs can 
be found in the Guidance Cen-
ter. Other scholarship informa-
tion can be obtained without 
charge by visiting 
www.collegeboard.com, 
www.fastweb.com , 

www.scholarships.com, and 
www.collegeconfidential.com. 
  Dated but current resources 
and programs that have come 
to DC Guidance include:  

• SAT Prep courses: 
by METC,   call 800-300-

0003, fees range from $220-
$550; by SAT PREP, Small 
Group Workshops, $450  fee, 
610-446-0548; STUDYS-
MART, 1-888-82-tutor, no fee 
reported; Ivy Bound, $1350, 
877-975-1600; Kaplan, visit 

(Continued on page 4) 

• Historically Black colleges 
(HBC), 17% 

• Christian colleges (CCCU), 
7% 

 
  This first finding “is signifi-
cant,” the researchers said, 
“because due to the nature of the 
CCCU campuses seeking to 
integrate faith and learning, and 
having a college faculty that 
adhere to religious beliefs, it is 
not surprising that these cam-
puses are more successful in 
helping students hold on to their 
born again beliefs.” 
  

Second: Students who kept 
their “born again” identity grew 
stronger over four years. The 
degree of growth varied by in-
stitution. When “stronger” and 

INCOMING SENIORS: 
 Register for the SAT or SAT II by September 10 
for the October 6 testing; Register for Septem-
ber 15 ACT by August 10 — if any are needed. 

Summer Edition 

Freshman Seminar 
makes its debut 
next fall 
 
All freshmen will be part of 
the new high school orienta-
tion that will identify a wide 
range of topics in the first 
semester. 
 
See the more full description 
of the seminar on page 2 and 
the orientation on page 3. 
 
 

  
SAT Prep 
Courses— 
 
See the list of providers in 
the “Current Information…” 
article beginning at the bot-
tom of this page. 
 
 

Junior (especially) 
Parent College In-
formation / Q&A 
Meetings Next Fall 
and Winter: 
 
Tuesday, September 18 
Tuesday, October 16 
Tuesday, November 6 
Tuesday, January 22 
Tuesday, February 12 
 
All meetings are in the HS 
Mansion, Room 0102 (just 
inside the front door), begin 
at 7:30 p.m. and end 
promptly at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Junior students need not 
attend, as they will be in the 
Career Stewardship Seminar 
in which detailed college 
planning matters will be ad-
dressed. 
 
(In case of possible weather-
related cancellations, check 
the school web site).  

(Continued on page 4) 



• Sevenstar Academy, on-
line Christian school 
courses for remedial or 
enrichment possibilities; 
www.sevenstaracademy. 

 org. 
• SAT/ACT prep, By the 

Delaware County Library 
System; free online prac-
tice; 
www.delcolibraries.org. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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DC Guidance Team 
• Dr. Rick Horne, Director of Guid-

ance, rhorne@dccs.org  
• Mrs. Renae Pieters, School Coun-

selor, rpieters@dccs.org  
• Miss Linda Bonsall, Elementary 

School Guidance, school psycholo-
gist, lbonsall@dccs.org 

• Mrs. Cynthia Watson, Guidance 
Administrative Assistant,   cwat-
son@dccs.org 

• Mrs. Janet Smyth, Discovery /
Guidance Administrative Assistant, 
jsmyth@dccs.org 

  DC Guidance values personal 
contact with each student. This 
personal contact begins at the 
start of the freshman experi-
ence during their high school 
orientation, August 30th. 
  The freshman orientation 
introduces each student to 
their schedule, gives them 
their locker assignment, and 
makes time for them to find 
their locker and to practice 
their locker combination. 
 
  The orientation will also be 
the start of the new Freshman 
Seminar of which all 9th grad-
ers will be a part.  
  The Freshman Seminar con-
sists of 14 sessions that discuss 
high school transitions and 
study skills. Topics to be cov-
ered in the Seminar include:  
 
• Using the Agenda assign-

ment book 
• The 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective Teens 
• Time management, and 

organization, prioritizing 
• Test prep strategies 
• Listening to directions 
• Note taking methods 
• Mapping essay ideas 

PHEAA Education 
Planner Offers 
Wide Range of  
Student & Parent 
Services 
 
  The Education Planner at 
www.EducationPlanner.org is free to 
all visitors 24/7.  
  Services include:  
—Self assessment 
—Career and college research tools 
—Free scholarship and financial aid 
databases 
—Online admission and financial 
aid applications 
—Interactive financial aid award 
analyzer 
—Calculators  
—Comparative worksheets 
—Information on hundreds of ca-
reers 
—Information for student athletes, 
including links to the NCAA Clear-
inghouse 
__Free  PSAT, SAT, ACT test 
preparation and practice exams 
—Online admission applications to 
more than 3000 schools 
 
  The EducationPlanner.Org was 
named the number one college plan-
ning website by Forbes.com. 

• Outlining skills 
• Critical Reading skills 
• Library research skills 
 
  The Freshman Seminar 
will be imbedded within the 
freshman core subjects. Sub-
ject teachers will reinforce 
skills in each of the topic 
areas during their classes in 
the next weeks after Semi-
nar concepts are taught.  
..The seminar will be graded 
as pass/fail, hopefully mak-
ing the high school transi-
tion a smooth and enjoyable 
experience. 
  Any special problems and 
concerns that freshmen face 
will be addressed individu-
ally as they present them-
selves. 

College Bound , May 
issue, reported that 
Carlow, Drexel, La-
Salle, Messiah, Villa-
nova and U. of Pitts-
burgh are among the 
colleges awarded $3.6 
million in grants to 
improve nursing edu-
cation and help ease 
the nursing shortage. 

Messiah Makes 
Nursing News 

What’s the BIG 
picture of next 
year’s Guidance 
happenings? 
 
• 14 sessions of the 

new Freshman 
Seminar comes to 
all 9th grade stu-
dents, first semester 

 
• October PSAT will 

be administered to 
10th and 11th stu-
dents October 17th 

 
• Individual Senior 

college planning 
interviews occur 
first semester 
(Parents are invited 
to attend by letter) 

 
• 14 sessions of the 

Career Stewardship 
Seminar for college 
planning is sched-
uled for all juniors 

 
• Five parent college 

information night 
meetings are sched-
uled from Septem-
ber to February 
(see page 1 for 
dates) 

 
• Individual Junior 

college planning 
interviews occur 
2nd semester 
(Parents are invited 
to attend by letter) 

 
• Watch for an-

nouncements about 
Career Stewardship 
Day  
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News you can use… 
    ...or not 
[From College Bound, Issues and Trends for the College Admissions Advisor, 
March and May 2007 issues.] 

16 FAQs about DC’s college plan-
ning helps have been added to the 
Guidance Page of the DC web site 

Electronic Interference 
 
  You knew it already! 
  Another study of how weekday TV and videogames 
affect a student’s school work concluded there are 
problems.  
  Dr. Iman Sharif of Children’s Hospital at Monte-
fiore in the Bronx, New York, summed up, “In week-
days, the more they watched, the worse they did.”  
  Boys are more affected than girls. However, week-
end TV didn’t correlate with good or bad perform-
ance.  
  The study followed the habits of 4,500 New Hamp-
shire and Vermont middle school students. 

Advanced Placement Testing Grows 
 
  Over the past five years, the number of Advanced 
Placement (AP) students achieving a score of 3 or 
better on an AP  Exam grew by 5%. A total of 15% 
of 2006 high school graduates attained that level, 
according to a new report from the College Board, 
which administers the program. 
  At a time when some colleges are cutting back on 
the number of AP credits they are willing to accept 
and high schools are expanding their participation, 
the College Board reported on new research from 
the U. of Texas showing that “students who partici-
pate in AP have significantly better college grades 
and college graduation rates than academically and 
economically similar students” who did not partici-
pate in the program. These students also “are better 
prepared for the rigors of college, and more likely to 
obtain a bachelor’s degree,” said College Board 
president Gaston Caperton.  
  But there are problems. While the number of La-
tino students taking AP courses equally corresponds 
to their percentage of all high school students (14), 
African American and Native American students 
are still left behind. About 7% of AP test takers are 
Black, even though they constitute nearly 14% of 
the general student population. Native Americans 
make up 1.1% of the student population, but only  
0.6% of AP test takers, the College Board reported.  

Early Decision Programs Are Still Strong 
 
  Many thought that when Harvard bailed out of its early deci-
sion (ED) program, it would set off a landslide of other schools 
making the same decision. In Pennsylvania, at least, that hasn’t 
been the case. According to a recent Philadelphia Inquirer re-
port, the U. of Penn and “other Ivy League sisters have refused 
to budge.” So have other selective private schools such as 
Swarthmore, Bryn Mawr and Dickenson. 
  Robert J. Massa, vice president of enrollment and college 
relations at Dickinson, said, “I don’t need to get more applica-
tions so I can turn kids down. I need to get the right applica-
tions from kids who want to be here.” 
  Harvard and Princeton dropped their ED programs because 
they felt they put low income students at a disadvantage. “Less 
than 10% of the entire pool of students applying for financial 
aid were in the ED pool,” Janet Lavin Rapelye, Princeton’s 
dean of admissions, told the Inquirer. “ That was very true of 
students of color, too. We didn’t think it was fair.” 
  About 7% of the nation’s colleges use ED programs. But of-
ten they are among the most prestigious schools. Students who 
apply early are more likely to be admitted.  
  But inequities are not always apparent. Jennifer Rikard, dean 
of admissions and financial aid at Bryn Mawr, told the paper 
that, “When we did an analysis of both socioeconomic diver-
sity and racial and ethnic diversity, we found it to be almost 
even.” She said Bryn Mawr works hard to cultivate applica-
tions from minority students and low-income families and 
doesn’t plan to end its ED program.  
  “We’ve never been more diverse,” added Jim Bok, dean of 
admissions and financial aid at Swarthmore. 

 New at DC this coming fall:  
9th Grade Student AND Parent  
Orientation August 30 
 
  Incoming freshmen and their parents will be treated to a 
late afternoon orientation to the 9th grade and beyond on 
Thursday, August 30 just before the DC Picnic and Dedi-
cation. 
  Before these all school family gatherings, 9th grade stu-
dents and parents will have opportunity to meet school 
counselors Rick Horne and Renae Pieters. The counselors 
will introduce the new Freshman Seminar and will talk  
about other important matters such as locker usage and 
combinations, the high school schedule, Agenda usage 
(Agenda is the assignment notebook), teacher aiding, and 
much more. Watch for summer mailings with details. 



www.kaptest.com/college for 
locations and dates, $799 fee;  
Princeton Review, and Syl-
van Learning Centers are 
other popular resources and can 
be found in the phone book or 
searched on-line.     Power-
Score SAT Courses, $350-
$745; www.powerscore.com or 
1-800-545-1750. Some SAT 
prep courses are also offered at 
Delaware County Community 
College, and other public 
school districts. Call DCCC at 
610-359-5025 or visit 
www.dccc.edu . 

• Penn State Student Fi-
nancial Aid Office has 
created a newsletter for 
parents. To subscribe 
visit: http://www.psu.edu/
studentaid and click on 
Parent Newsletter in the 
News section and follow 
instructions. 

• If you have a specific field 
in mind for a college ma-
jor, call college admis-
sions offices of schools 
you are considering to see 
if there are any planned 
special programs like 
“Engineering Days,” 
“Architecture Expos,” etc. 

• SOF Foundation, INC., 2 
and 4 year institutions; 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

students must demonstrate 
financial need; go to 
www.soffoundation.com 
for application, deadlines 
and more information. 

• Upromise, a free PHEAA 
service designed to help 
families save more money 
for college, every day. 
Join Upromise for free 
and register your grocery, 
loyalty cards, credit cards 
and other basic informa-
tion. Upromise will track 
your eligible spending. 
Then shop for participat-
ing products and services. 
A portion of your quali-
fied spending is saved 
automatically in your 
Upromise account. Visit 
www.Upromise.com for 
more information and to 
sign up. 

• Financial Aid Primer 
now an online power point 
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S C H O L A R S H I P S  & S P E C I A L  P RO G R A M S    

“much stronger” categories 
were combined, number of 
those who said they grew 
stronger were in  
• Public  universities, 33% 

stronger 
• Public 4 year colleges, 

32% stronger 
• Private universities 33% 
• Protestant colleges, 44% 
• Catholic colleges, 47% 
• Private universities, 51% 
• HBC, 65% 
• CCCU, 82% 
 
  The researchers concluded  
that, “For evangelical leaders 
concerned about stability or 
growth of religious beliefs, 
sending born-again students to 
private universities where 
45% drop away is of great 
concern.” 
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“There are probably no 
institutions in America 
more influential and yet 
more hostile to the gos-
pel than colleges and 

universities.” 

Greentree Campus Ministry 

presentation to show  
how the system works. 
Go to www.fastweb.com/
highschool. The site also 
has other presentations of 
value. 

• Www.GovBenefits.gov.  
is the official benefits site 
of the U.S. Govt. Info on 
more than 1,000 benefit 
and assistance programs, 
including education re-
lated ones. 

• Washington Internship 
Experience,  call for 
more information 1-800-
368-5688.  

• First College to guaran-
tee 100% of demon-
strated financial need to 
be met by grants and 
work study, not loans—
Davidson College, 
Davidson, N.C. 
www.davidson.edu. 

(Continued on page 2) 

(Continued from page 1)   A second overall observa-
tion was that CCCU and 
HBC colleges have 
“...stronger religious beliefs, 
but their students also enter  
with stronger religious com-
mitments.” 
  The study concluded, that 
“Born-again students that 
choose other types of col-
leges find environments that 
are not intended (emphasis 
mine) to nurture their faith, 
and over time more of these 
students fall away from pre-
viously held beliefs…  
  “...for those institutions 
that deeply values [sic] the 
Christian faith and work 
hard to help students main-
tain that faith, sending stu-
dents to environments that 
are not conducive to growth 
is problematic.”  
 

  Steven Garber’s counsel (in 
The Fabric of Faithfulness, IVP, 
1996), after his research with 
older, mature believers in many 
walks of professional life, is that 
Christians who matured through 
their college years, in Christian 
and non-Christian colleges 
1. Had an intact Christian 

world-view when they en-
tered college 

2. Identified a mentor who 
modeled living with this 
world view 

3. Had as his or her closest 
friends those with a similar 
Christian worldview. 

 

  DC Guidance encourages 
(students and) parents to assess 
these features of spiritual matur-
ity in their students as they guide 
them and encourage them 
through the college planning 
process. 
RH 

How does college-type seem to affect 
one’s Christian commitment? 

Incoming Juniors: 
Summer Reading in 
Life-Shaping Deci-
sions Can Lay Your 
CSS Foundation 
 
  Juniors will be part of the 14 ses-
sion Career Stewardship Seminar 
(CSS) this next year.  
  The topics of the CSS will com-
prehensively address the college 
planning process. The Life-Shaping 
Decisions  readings can add a ma-
ture understanding about some of 
the most important biblical princi-
ples in the college planning proc-
ess. The confirmation of readings 
is due the first day back to school. 

All Guys— 
  18 Years Old 
Register for Selective Ser-
vice —it’s the law! 


