




 
DC Guidance Update            

  The National Association for 
College Admission Counseling 
clarified its admissions termi-
nology this past winter for 
counselors, admissions offi-
cers, students, and parents. 

 
Non restrictive Application 
Plans 
  All of these options allow 
students to wait until May 1 to 
make their final decisions. 
Regular Decision:  A student 
submits an application to a 
school by a specified date 
and receives a decision within 
a reasonable amount of time. 
A student may apply to other 
colleges without any restric-
tion. 

Regular Decision: 
  Institutions review applica-
tions and evaluate them and 
respond to students as they 
come in to their admissions 
offices. Students may apply to 
other institutions without re-
striction. 

Rolling Admissions: 
  Schools review complete 
applications as they are re-
ceived and notify students of 
their status case by case. 
Students may apply to other 
colleges without restriction. 

Early Action: 
  Students may apply and 
receive a college’s decision 
about their admission well in 
advance of the regular re-
sponse date. There is no obli-
gation to accept the school’s 
offer or to submit a deposit 
before May 1. Students may 
also apply to other colleges. 

 

Restrictive Application Plans 
  These plans limit students 
from applying to other early 
plans. 

 

Early Decision: 
  Students make a commit-
ment to a first-choice institu-

tion where they promise to 
attend if admitted. Students 
may apply to other institutions 
even while applying Early 
Decision. Other applications , 
though, may not be Early De-
cision plans and if accepted 
under the Early Decision plan, 
the student must withdraw 
applications from all other 
schools. The exception is 
where the student applies for 
financial aid and the package 
does not make attendance 
possible. In that case, the 

student may decline the offer 
of admission and be released 
from the Early Decision com-
mitment.  
  Usually a non-refundable 
deposit must be made well in 
advance of May 1. The finan-
cial aid office will respond to 
an application for financial aid 
at or near the time of an offer 
of admission. 

Restrictive Early Action 
  Students apply and receive a 
response well in advance of 
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the regular decision response 
time. Institutions with Restric-
tive  Early Action plans place 
restrictions on student appli-
cations to other early plans.  
Students who are admitted 
under this plan are not obli-
gated to accept the offer of 
admission.  

 
Adapted from College Bound, Issues 
and Trends for the College Admissions 
Advisor, Nov. 2005. 

 

Other News You Can Use—-or not! 

The Top 10 Activist Campuses 
  All for different reasons, but Mother Jones, a news 
webzine “committed to social justice,” has identified the 
top ten universities with activist student bodies. More 
details are on the www.motherjones.com website. 
  The top ten activist campuses are in order, as ranked by 
Mother Jones,  University of Tehran, California Com-
munity Colleges, NYU, Howard, U. of Michigan, James 
Madison U., U. Chicago, St. Josephs U., UC Berkeley, 
and Yale.  
 
Class Rank 
 According to the National Association of College Ad-
mission Counseling, about 40% of high schools no 
longer supply class rank. The New York Times  reported 
that one high school principal said, “when you don’t  
rank they have to look at the total child.” As a matter of 
policy, DC does not report class rank because it offers  
an unfair comparison of the large majority of our stu-
dents. We will, however, report a student’s decile (10th 
within his or her class) if it is necessary. 
 
Mathematical Fluency 
  In a study conducted by researchers at Harvard U. and 
the U of Virginia, mathematical fluency is the single 
best predictor of college performance in biology, chem-
istry, and physics. This gives a strong advantage to stu-
dents whose high school sciences courses integrate 
mathematics. 
 
Graduation Rates of Division I Athletes 
  The NCAA reports  that in the highest profile sports, 

just 58% of Division I men’s 
basketball players graduated in 
six years. Just 64% of Division 
I football players meet that 
criteria. The sports with the 
best grad rates? Lacrosse with 
89%; water polo with 87%; 
gymnastics, fencing, and ski-
ing with 85%; swimming with 
81 percent, and ice hockey 
with 80%. 
 
Interest Rate Jump 
  In July, 2006, PLUS loan 
interest rates will jump from 
the current 6.1% to 8.5% due 
to the ratified Deficit Reduc-
tion Act in February. The in-
terest rate for Stafford Loans 
will rise from 5.3% to 6.9%. 
 
No Repayment Time Limits 
  The U.S. Supreme Court re-
cently decided that there is not 
statue of limitation on repay-
ment of student loans. The 
Dept. of Ed. has helped reduce 
defaults on repayments by 
aggressive collection tech-
niques including deducting 
outstanding debt from Social 
Security checks. 




