
     June, 2013 

Dear DCCS Elementary parents, 

 Attached you will find information about 

the 2013 Summer Reading Program.  Our goal is 

to encourage daily practice of the reading skills  

your students have worked so hard to develop 

over the past school year.     

 Reading with your children and encourag-

ing them to read on their own over the summer 

helps your students maintain and increase the 

progress they made during the school year.   

 Research shows that students grow as 

readers over the summer when they have free-

dom to choose what books to read. However, 

guidance to read material that is not too hard or 

too easy is necessary for growth to occur.    

 Please invest time over the summer to 

guide your children in their reading practice!  

Help them set aside a small amount of time each 

day to read.  Help them to make wise choices as 

they select appropriate books.   

 The DC website has all of the summer 

reading documents posted @ www.dccs.org/

summer. Included with these documents are lists 

of recommended titles by grade level to support 

you as you look for good books to read.  

 Please do not wait until the last two weeks 

of the summer to have your child read all of the 

suggested time.  This would defeat the purpose 

of daily practice.   

 I’m looking forward to seeing many stu-

dents at our Summer Reading Celebration who 

have even exceeded their reading goal . I hope 

your child is one of them!  

 

Kristen Levis 

Library and Technology Teacher  

klevis@dccs.org 

 

Beat Summer Learning Loss! 

   By Shannon Hale 

Students lose an average of one month of academic 

learning over the summer break, according to research 

from the RAND Corporation. To prevent this "summer 

slide," make reading a part of your family’s summer fun. 

Read together: My husband and I each choose one 

book in our kids' favorite series and read alongside 

them. Reading from their area of interest gives us a 

glimpse into their world and leads to great discussions. 

Make research fun: Going on vacation? Research your 

destination. Challenge the kids to find one fun fact about 

local history or animal life and gather information on 

possible places to explore. 

Take advantage of library reading programs: Many li-

braries have fun incentives. Our library sponsors prize 

giveaways and social events for tweens. 

Start a book club: Choose a popular title, and invite your 

kids and their friends to read along. Organize a get-

together close to summer's end that includes food, fun 

and discussion. 
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