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Information Technology Solutions 

W 
elcome to the DC      

Elementary School! We 

are so excited to be  

partnering with you in 

your child’s Christian education.  

 We recognize that starting a 

new school is a big transition for               

students and families. In the pages that 

follow, we hope to answer some of the 

most frequently asked questions about 

the procedures and happenings around 

the elementary school. This publication 

is meant to serve as a supplement to the 

official DC parent handbook which you 

will be receiving shortly after school 

begins in the fall. 

This orientation guide is not exhaustive 

and you may still have some questions 

when done reading. Feel free to call! 

We are here to help! Additional infor-

mation regarding your child’s specific 

class will be coming home in early Au-

gust. In the meantime, please peruse 

these pages, gather up your school sup-

plies and begin your summer reading!  

Please know we are praying for you and 

desire to help you through this journey. 

Thank you for choosing Christian  

Education and Delaware County Chris-

tian School.  We look forward to getting 

to know you better! 

 

A d d ress :  

905 South Waterloo Road 

Devon, PA 19333 

 

P h on e  

6 0 9 -4 84 -2 4 00   

O f f i c e  e x t .  15 1 4  

 

Our mission 

We believe in educating students 

who will serve God and impact 

the world through biblical thought 

and action. 

 

Our p rom ise  

To help students identify, under-

stand and apply their God-given 

unique design for optimum 

achievement to impact the world 

through biblical thought and 

action. 

 
Elementary Division 

Parent Handbook Supplement 

  
Delaware County Christian School  
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After School Clubs: There are a number of afterschool clubs that take place 

in both the fall and the spring. These are open to students in various grades  de-

pending on the enrichment activity. Enrichment activities typically include: 

newspaper, chess, lego, Chinese/mandarin, robotics, street hockey, field  

hockey, junior naturalist, baking and Christmas creation and art clubs.  Infor-

mation about clubs is communicated shortly after school begins. Club attend-

ance requires an additional participation fee.  

 

Aftercare/Homework Club:  In order to accommodate parents’ work 

schedules, and to provide additional learning support to students, we offer a Homework Club after school from 3 

pm to 5:30 pm. The registration forms for this program are available online and at the school office. This is a great 

resource for students who need extra help with their nightly homework and school projects. This is coordinated by 

a qualified DC elementary school teacher.  

 

Arrival and Dismissal: Arrival:  School starts at 8:30 am. Students may arrive to school as early as 7:50 am 

when teachers are on duty. Students in grades Pre-k and Kindergarten walk directly to their classrooms. Students in 

grades 1-5 arriving before 8:30 am gather in the gym and are dismissed at 8:20 am to their classrooms.   If you    

arrive after 8:30 am, please sign your child in at the office.  

 

Dismissal: students traveling by car (car riders) will be called to gather in the 

chapel where they wait in class lines for their name to be announced over the  

walkie talkie. They will then walk to the circle to the teachers on duty to be loaded 

into your car. You will receive a DC car sign specific to the current school year. 

Please have this in the front right side of your car dash so the teachers on duty can 

recognize and call your student for dismissal. This facilitates a smooth and orderly 

dismissal process and serves as an additional security measure. Please ask the of-

fice for additional copies if needed for more than one car.  

 

Students traveling by bus (bus riders) will remain in their classrooms until they hear their bus groups called over 

the intercom. All bus riders will received a backpack tag on the first day of school to assist with getting on the right 

bus. This also helps students and teachers assist the safe transfer onto another bus if students must transfer busses 

on their route home. Younger students are assigned an older student to serve as a bus buddy. 

 

Back to School Night: Back to School nights are scheduled during the first few weeks of school. Generally, we 

hold one to two grade levels an evening to give you ample opportunity to hear from the classroom teacher about the 

exciting year ahead. This evening is full of important information related to your child’s specific class.  You will 

also have the opportunity to visit with other families from your class and sign up for field trips, and other volunteer 

opportunities throughout the year. You may find it helpful to bring your calendar with you. Please refer to the 

school calendar for a listing of when your child’s class has Back to School night and save the date! 

 

Background checks: Forms for background checks are available on Back to School nights, from the  

elementary school office or on the DC website. If you plan on attending a field trip or serving in school activities, 

please make sure you have this form completed. It is a requirement for volunteering in school. The cost is $10. The 

form and payment should be submitted to the elementary office or school business office prior to involvement in 

school. Thank you for your cooperation in getting these completed.  
 

Chapel: Chapel at the elementary division is held on “B” day for students in grades Pre-K to 2 and on “E” day for 

students in grades 3-5. We welcome parent attendance at chapel—beginning at 8:45 am. 
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Communication home: The Junior Knight Life is the elementary school newsletter for parents. It is emailed 

twice a month and has all the important information for the following two weeks included.  In addition, the        

principal sends a monthly letter home with school news and classroom teachers communicate via a monthly or 

weekly newsletter. You may also communicate with your classroom teacher by phone or email. Teachers will make 

every effort to reply within 24 hours.  

 

Early dismissals: Unless your child has a medical appoint-

ment or another necessary reason to be dismissed early, we 

strongly encourage you to keep him/her in school until the end 

of the day. Instruction continues until the end of the day and, if 

your child leaves early, he/she will miss valuable instructional 

time. To aid in dismissal, we ask that all students needing to 

leave early be picked up for dismissal prior to our school wide 

dismissal, starting at 2:55. Please send a note to the office stat-

ing the time and reason for the early dismissal. When you ar-

rive to the office the administrative assistant will notify the 

teacher that your child may be dismissed. If you are on a field trip and arrive back to school earlier that 3 pm, or are 

helping at school, we ask that you wait until 3 pm to pickup any other students. This helps to guard our instruction-

al time and reduces disruption to the class. 

 

First day of school: Whether you are new to DC or are returning, we know that the first day of school can be 

both exciting and an anxious time. In order to ease the transition for everyone we begin with our regular drop off/

procedures. All students arriving by car should be dropped off at the front circle. They will be greeted by a teacher 

and/or fifth grade safety student and directed to the gym for play until 8:20 am when they will be dismissed to class 

with their teacher. Students in grades Pre-K and Kindergarten will be met at the front circle (great opportunity for 

pictures!) and walked to class with their teacher. This procedure will be followed for Pre-K and Kindergarten stu-

dents until students are comfortable with the morning routine (often the first week or two of school). There are 

many teachers and fifth grade students available to assist students in arriving to the right place on time and unhur-

ried.  

 

Fundraisers: The elementary school hosts a gift wrap sale early in the school year. This is the one main fund-

raiser that specifically benefits the elementary school. In September, information will be sent home regarding the 

details of the program. Your participation in the fundraiser is optional, and children are instructed to ask for orders 

only from family and friends. Typically, proceeds go to fund playground equipment, Franklin Science Institute as-

semblies, and science materials for in class labs. 

 

Campbell’s Labels for Education and General Mills Box Tops for Education: The school collects 

Box Tops and Campbell Soup labels year round. Start saving. Please send these in to the classroom teacher. The 

school redeems these for equipment and cash to benefit school activi-

ties. In the past, these funds have been used for science assemblies, 

playground equipment, science kits and teaching materials for Bible 

instruction. 

 

Homeroom mothers: Each class has two homeroom mothers who 

work hard at assisting teachers with field trip preparations, class par-

ties and other class activities. You will meet your class’ homeroom 

mothers on Back to School night. Do not hesitate to ask questions and 

introduce yourself to these moms– they can help you meet others in 

the class and get you plugged into other school activities. 
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Parent Involvement: Parent partnership is a core value at DC. We love to see our parents involved and          

participating in school activities. If you would like to get involved in school activities, please fill out the PVO 

(Parent Volunteer Organization) survey online. If you have a special hobby or vocation that would be especially 

applicable to your child’s class, please let the classroom teacher know. Parent involvement enriches the curriculum, 

helps students make real world  connections, and reinforces the importance of being a lifelong learner! Background 

checks and a guidelines for service form must be completed prior to serving in the school. 
 

Lunch: Students eat lunch in the King’s Table most days, but will eat in their classroom from time to time. Your 

child’s teacher will communicate which letter day they are eating in the classroom and which day they are in the 

lunchroom. We are always in need of parent volunteers in the lunchroom and welcome your help in this area! 

 

Milk: Children have the option of purchasing milk for the year. Kindergarten and first grade may purchase milk 

for morning snack and /or lunch. To order milk, please complete the milk or-

der form you located on the DC website. Milk must be ordered before 

school begins and milk service begins usually the second week of school, 

so please anticipate packing a drink the first few days of school.  

 

Special eats: Students may enjoy pizza on Monday, pretzels on Tuesday, 

pasta on Wednesday, Chick-Fil-A on Thursday, and tacos on Friday. Infor-

mation on signing up for special eats and the various costs will be sent home 

the first week of school.   

 

Recess: It is well recognized that students need exercise throughout the day 

in order to do well in school. As such, we make every attempt to have students 

outdoors during recess times for physical activity.  In the event of any precipitation, recess is indoors. Outdoor re-

cess will be held without restriction if the temperature is above 25 degrees ( including the wind chill factor). Out-

door recess will be held with some restrictions if the temperature is between 20 and 25 degrees. Coats, hats, mittens 

must be worn at all times when the weather is this chilly and students may be taken outside for a shortened recess to 

run and expend energy. Normal recess is suspended for the day. Recess will be held indoors if the temperature is 

below 20 degrees (wind chill factor included). 
 

School Calendar: DC publishes a very useful school calendar that outlines all the various activities for the year. 

This will be an important resource for your family. Until you receive one in the fall, please refer to the calendar on 

the DC website for upcoming activities. The Elementary school produces the  

Junior Knightlife distributed bi monthly to our elementary families. This will also 

help you keep track of what is coming up in the days ahead. Our school week is 

on a 7 day school cycle. We use letter days to keep track of daily activities. Your 

students will quickly learn what letter day they have gym, music, computer, etc. 

Letter days enable us to offer enrichment activities, longer class periods and help 

to monitor the pace of school life. You can see what letter day it is by referring to 

the DC calendar. A through G, then back to A. 
 

School colors: DC’s school colors are green and white! Two times each month 

elementary students are encouraged to show their school spirit by wearing green and white to school. Jeans are per-

mitted on these days. Look for a schedule of green and white days to be posted on Parent’s Web after school starts.  

 

Medicines at school: We ask that whenever possible, medicines be administered at home. When your child 

needs to have medication at school, please deliver this to the school nurse in the original container with a physi-

cian’s note outlining  dosage and when the medicine should be administered. Please notify the school nurse if you 

have any concerns about allergies or  administering medicine at school. We monitor students with food allergies in 

the cafeteria and classroom to the best of our ability and make every attempt to teach all children to consider others 

with allergies. We do not allow students to share food.  
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The Schedule: DC operates the instructional program around a seven day cycle (“A” Day through “G” Day). Your 

child’s teacher will communicate which day they have their various spe-

cials. Chapel is held on “B” day for grades K-2 and on “E” Day for 

grades 3-5. Parents are encouraged to join us for chapel. Generally, stu-

dents participate in music, physical education, library, and art. First 

grade and above also enjoy Spanish instruction. Third grade and above 

participate in  technology class.  

 

7:50 am Teachers are on duty; students may enter the bldg. 

8:20 am Students playing in the gym line up and prepare for 

  dismissal to their classrooms 

8:30 am Students entering the building after 8:30 are 

   considered tardy and must report to the 

   office  before proceeding to their classrooms. 

11:30 am  Half day Pre-K students are dismissed 

12 pm   Half day kindergarten are dismissed 

11:30 am 2nd and 3rd grade lunch 

12 pm  kindergarten and first grade lunch 

12:30  4th and fifth grade lunch 

 

12:00 pm 2nd and 3rd grade recess 

12:30  kindergarten and first grade recess 

1 pm  4th and 5th grade recess 

2:55  Main Campus Shuttle dismissed 

3 pm  car riders are dismissed 

3 pm  bus group one is dismissed 

3:05  bus group two is dismissed 

 

Each teacher will communicate the specifics of their classroom schedule on Back to School Night 
 

 

Parent Volunteer Organization: Looking for an opportunity to get plugged in? the PVO survey is a great way 

to express your interest in helping at school. You may access the survey at www.dccs.org/ Click on: DCLife/parent 

volunteer opportunities/elementary school PVO,  or express your interest by contacting the elementary school office. 

We will direct you to a PVO representative who will answer questions and help you to get plugged into the DC  

community. 

 

Transportation 
Traveling by car: If your child is a car rider, please drive up to the front circle 

for morning drop off. A teacher will greet students and direct him/her. A fifth 

grade safety patrol student will be available to escort new and younger students. 

Pre-K and Kindergarten students may go directly to their classrooms, and do not 

gather in the gym. 

The first week or two of school, Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers and or teacher’s 

aides will be outside at the circle to greet students and escort our youngest stu-

dents to class.  

For afternoon pick-up, please remain in your car and pull up to the front circle. You will receive a car rider identifi-

cation sign during Open House. Please place this in your window for the teacher on duty to see. Your child will be 

called from the chapel to your car. This helps in keeping the dismissal process running quickly and smoothly. 
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Traveling by bus: Bus riders will receive a bus identification sign attached to their backpack on the first day 

of school. Please do not remove this tag. They will also be assigned a bus buddy to help them- especially if they 

are transferring buses. Those districts that will be riding the shuttle to and from the main campus are: Chester-

Upland, Garnet Valley, Interboro, Penn Delco, Ridley, Southeast Delco, and William Penn. These  students will 

be bused to and from the elementary school via the DC shuttle. Teachers are on duty at the main campus and will 

ensure all elementary children transfer to the proper bus. 

Please make every effort to make sure your student knows his or her bus district and bus #. Any questions   re-

garding your school districts busses should be directed to the admissions office at 610-353-6522, ext. 2285. 
 

 

Transportation changes: If you need to change your child’s method of transportation for any reason, please 

send in a note to the school office every day you desire to make a change. We try to keep transportation changes to 

a minimum and ask your cooperation in not making any last minute changes. Students are not permitted to ride a 

different bus than their district bus. They may go home by car with those you have authorized for pick up on your 

transportation form in the beginning of the year. Any changes to these arrangements should be communicated via 

a note to the school. Please call in any last minute changes prior to 2 pm.  

 

Visiting the school/classrooms : Please sign in: For the safety of our students and school community, the 

elementary school is a secure building. We ask parents and visitors to sign in and out via the main office when vis-

iting school.  

 

Tips for a great start to school: 
 

 * Get to know your child’s teacher– notes and phone calls are welcome! 

 * Make sure your child’s teacher knows important facts about your child. 

 * Make sure your child gets enough sleep and eats a healthy breakfast. This  helps the learning process!  

 * Help your child develop routines for homework and prepare for school the night before. This routine      

  helps students to organize their world and provides security.  

 * Pray for and with your child. Pray for them, their teacher, their principal and school workers. Bathing the 

  school in prayer is something we all can participate in and models this important spiritual                                       

  discipline for our children. 

 

 

 


