
TAKING RISKS....DIGGING DEEP

The Schools for Applied and Innovative Learning 
(SAIL) is built to teach our students to engage with 
authentic problems and current issues, and develop 
the agency to work toward solutions that impact 
their communities and the world for Christ. The 
courses offered in these schools are characterized as 
interdisciplinary, collaborative, product-based, and 
hands-on. Students will experiment with novel ideas 
and take meaningful risks; they will be empowered to 
solve complex problems; they will have the time and 
space to dig deep into matters of importance; and they 
will connect the work of thinking to the work of doing. 
Interdisciplinary consideration will be brought to bear 
on challenging issues; as a result, many perspectives 
will inform action and our students will experience the 
interconnected world of knowledge that comes from 
our Creator.

Uniquely interdisciplinary 
courses set within a 
Christian framework

Stretching students to have
an integrated understanding 
of their faith and the world

Developing students’ passion, 
confidence, and skills to 
translate knowledge into 
action

TRANSFORMATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
                                      FOR 
TRANSFORMATIONAL  LEADERS IN THE MAKING

Delaware County
Christian Schoolwww.dccs.org



FAQs 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
THE WORLD OF PATTERN, RHYTHM, AND FORM (8TH GRADE)
While gaining appreciation for the order of all of God’s creation, students will explore 
how pattern, rhythm, and form are part of creative expression in all cultures.  Using 
a multicultural, multidisciplinary approach, students will learn about aspects of the 
African and Island art cultures.  Students will produce artwork using patterns from 
African, Island, and Harlem Renaissance jazz inspirations and will be engaged as a 
large group in performing as a drum circle using authentic African instruments.  
Students will grow in the ability to collaborate, as well as in the skills of listening, 
rhythmic production, and mark making.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? (7TH GRADE)
Students will research causes for historical immigration to the United States and 
discuss how these factors relate to current immigration issues. Premised on the belief 
that God loves the world and calls us to compassionate engagement with the people 
around us, students will study interactions between cultural groups and explore ways 
to work through challenges, to increase understanding, and to make connections 
- both at DC and in the world around them. Finally, students will produce a digital 
magazine, podcast, or other tool to share their experiences and their learning, as well 
as to promote love for our neighbors.     

DERBY CAR DESIGN CHALLENGE (6TH GRADE)
In this course, students will build a car to carry and protect an egg as the car racesdown 
a 25-foot ramp and into a barrier. In collaborative groups, students will learn to budget 
and track expenses and keep an engineering notebook to record their goals, progress, 
and problems. We will use the engineering design cycle and problem-solving process, 
which the students can apply to other issues that they will have to address in the future. 

When do these courses meet?  Middle School: Wednesdays from 9:05-11:05 am for 
12 weeks.  MS students can take three courses per year. High School: Wednesdays during 
two sessions:  9:00-11:00 and/or 1:00-3:00 for 16-18 weeks. High school students may 
take two courses per semester for a total of four courses per year.
Why are the courses two hours long? The nature of these courses requires in-depth 
thinking, discussing, debating, producing, and editing. The lengths of the courses allows 
for students  to dig deep and take risks- critical elements of meaningful learning. 

How much does it cost?  Middle School: $275/courseHigh School: $350/course
This cost includes all course materials and a DC polo shirt.

Sample Courses

HIGH SCHOOL 

GLOBAL WATER DILEMMA
This course takes an interdisciplinary and topical look at water, with a focus on fresh 
water. We will start with an examination of hydrology basics and work to understand the 
relationships of groundwater, surface water, aquifers, drinking water, water use, and storm 
water management. We will then examine, through various lenses, including ecology, 
hydrology, toxicology, economics, and environmental law and policy, three major issues 
related to freshwater: desertification, water quality and pollution, and allocation of global 
freshwater. Readings will include original scientific literature, nonfiction books and essays, 
text excerpts, and news coverage. Students will complete a task of their choosing and 
development that represents their interest in this complex dilemma.

CHAMBER MUSIC
In this course, students who are proficient in a musical instrument will study a repertoire 
of music, such as the chamber music of Bach, and perform at varied locations such as 
schools, hospitals, and businesses. In preparing for the programs, students will be 
challenged to synthesize their theoretical, historical, and instrumental training, and to 
develop the performance and communication skills necessary to relate to a wide range 
of audiences.

1. Call Nancy Homan at 610.353.6522 x 2600 or visit our website www.dccs.org
2. Complete the application, return it to Nancy Homan  
3. Schedule a visit and interview
4. Enroll and select courses

Where can I find a full course catalog?  www.dccs.org

NEXT 
STEPS

DEADLINE: The course enrollment period begins July 1st, 2015. After that date 
enrollment and course selection is on a rolling basis. Just as in college, some 
courses fill up before others, but we will accept wait lists for courses.

LAW, ORDER AND NEGOTIATION
Without laws, civilization would be impossible; in fact, without laws, we would not be 
able to have a discussion on justice, freedom, or rights.  When law has been dismissed, 
the results have been some of the world’s most heinous tragedies. However, laws can 
also be divisive. Laws demand that individuals conform to a single idea or face conse-
quences. This course will consider the ethics of laws and the presuppositions of laws 
and will examine the application and creation of laws during difficult times in history. 
Students will then be given scenarios that could arise in business and will have to 
interpret the laws of the given company, apply laws as they deem correct, and make 
adjustments in the laws (if necessary) to guide future scenarios.  Their conclusions will 
be reviewed and evaluated by a corporate lawyer.

PERIOD STUDY: JAZZ
This course will examine jazz’s mixture of African and European traditions and the 
subsequent pre-jazz styles of spiritual, blues, and ragtime. Students will explore the 
intersection of history, literature, music, and visual art as they experience 20th-century 
jazz styles, beginning with New Orleans and culminating with the multifaceted creations 
of today’s artists. Original recordings, photographs, poetry, historical documents, and 
videos will be used throughout the course.  Students will produce a “coffee-house” style 
art show in this genre. 


