
Hope for the World
by Tim Wiens

Today, as we celebrate the coming to earth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we have much for 
which to be thankful, though our Salvation and the grace of a perfect Savior top the list.  
As we consider the words of Luke 4: 16-30, let us be reminded not only of the sacrifice 
Christ made in coming to earth in human form, but also for the manner in which He 
lived among us, proclaiming freedom and deliverance to all who may believe.

In the text, we see that Jesus had returned to His own hometown of Nazareth and as 
He taught those whom He had known from his early childhood days, He was clear in His 
exposition of the text.  In reading from Isaiah 61, Jesus staked His claim as the 
Messiah – the Savior sent from El Shaddai. He claimed to be the literal Son of God.  This 
common carpenter’s son from this particular town was stating that in fact He was the 
personification of God, the one called to lead Israel as the King of Kings.

In so doing, however, Jesus changed the message of what it meant to be the Messiah. 
Where the Jews had expected a great military leader and king who would overthrow the 
world and lead them to their earthly and eternal salvation and victory over the Gentiles, 
Jesus delivers a message quite contrary.  This is where it gets really interesting.  It is 
here that the temple congregants turned and sought to kill Jesus on the spot. While 
many looked upon him in favor, even as he was staking his personal claim as the 
Messiah, they quickly turned when he suggested that the Messiah would save not 
just Jews, but Gentiles too.  He had come to not only to lead the Jews, but indeed, the 
Gentiles too. The understanding of the Jews was that Messiah was to deliver them from 
the Gentiles. 

Jesus words created such a stir that he was led to the mountaintop to be put to death. 
Interestingly, though we are not sure just how, Jesus walked away unscathed and 
continued His ministry enacting His plan– to proclaim good news, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, to restore sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

What is spectacular about this passage is that it delivers hope for the entire world, not 
simply for one small segment of the world.  It provides confidence to those who believe 
in Him – for now, all believers are His chosen people. Today, because He did indeed 
come and changed the manner in which we all think about salvation, we know and can 
proclaim the good news, we are free from our captivity, we have sight, though we were 
blind, our freedom is in His salvation, and every moment of every day we live in the 
favor of the one true God. 

May the freedom we have because Christ has provided our deliverance be remembered 
today on Christmas day, and each day of the year!

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as 
was his custom. He stood up to read, 
17 and the scroll of  the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written: 18 
“The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, be-
cause he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of  sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim 
the year of  the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then 
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of  everyone in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 21 He began by 
saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke 
well of  him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will 
quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, 
heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do 
here in your hometown what we have 
heard that you did in Capernaum.’”
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no 
prophet is accepted in his hometown. 
25 I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when 
the sky was shut for three and a half  
years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah 
was not sent to any of  them, but to 
a widow in Zarephath in the region 
of  Sidon. 27 And there were many in 
Israel with leprosy in the time of  Elisha 
the prophet, yet not one of  them was 
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 
28 All the people in the synagogue 
were furious when they heard this. 
29 They got up, drove him out of  the 
town, and took him to the brow of  
the hill on which the town was built, in 
order to throw him off  the cliff. 30 But 
he walked right through the crowd and 
went on his way.

Christmas Day ~ December 25
Luke 4:16-30



4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 21
Matthew 2:13-15

.

Out of Egypt
by Ronald Hoch

Herod the Great could not stand to share whatever power and glory he had with an-
other. So hearing from the wise men that a child was born king of the Jews (a title he 
bestowed upon himself) enraged Herod. Although he initially meant to deal with the 
child in a quiet manner, under the guise of seeking to honor the child (Matt 2:8) he 
resorted to mass slaughter when that did not work out (2:16). Jesus was spared from 
death by God through the message of an angel who told Joseph to take Mary and Jesus 
to Egypt until Herod had died. In doing so, Jesus’ life was spared from Herod’s mur-
derous rage and the prophecy of Hosea 11:1 was fulfilled, which states, “out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 

There are at least three major points that we can take away from Matthew 2:13-15 
today. The first is that nothing can stop God’s plan from coming to fruition. God is all 
powerful and he is in control of all things. Nothing escapes his sight and nothing catch-
es him off guard. He is not hindered by the rulers of this age, by human sin, or even the 
powers of Hell that are assembled against him. He keeps his promises perfectly and his 
plan cannot be derailed or detoured. He promised to redeem his people through Eve’s 
offspring in Genesis 3:15 and nothing can stop that from happening. God’s word is 
sure.

The second point flows out of the surety of God’s word. Jesus’ escape to Egypt fulfills 
the prophecy of Hosea 11:1. This, along with all of the other messianic prophecies men-
tioned or alluded to in the opening chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, remind us that Jesus 
is the promised Messiah and everything that he does and says in his earthly life brings 
God’s redemptive plan one step closer to fulfillment. His life was spent in obedience to 
the will of God in order that God’s people would be saved and God himself glorified.

The final point pertains to how Jesus fulfills Hosea 11:1. Even a cursory glance at Hosea 
11 reveals that God was speaking about the nation of Israel in Hosea 11, not the messi-
ah. As such, this passage does not seem to be a prophecy, let alone a messianic proph-
ecy. The point that Matthew seems to be making by drawing this connection between 
Jesus and the nation of Israel from Hosea 11 is that the history of Israel in Egypt is 
replayed in the life of the messiah himself. The connection is made even stronger when 
one recognizes the similarities between Moses’ birth in Exodus 1:15-2:12 and Jesus’ 
birth in Matthew 2:13-15. 

Thus, Matthew seems to be teaching us that Jesus is part of a new exodus event. Just as 
Moses, who was spared from death as an infant, led the people of God out of slavery in 
Egypt, so does Jesus, who was also spared from death as an infant, lead the people of 
God out of slavery. Only this time it is not slavery to Pharaoh in Egypt, but slavery to 
sin and death. Let us rejoice this Christmas season that we have been brought out of 
our slavery by Christ and are being led by him to our blessed home in the New Heavens 
and New Earth!

13 Now when they had gone, 
behold, an angel of  the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up! Take the 
Child and His mother and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there until 
I tell you; for Herod is going to 
search for the Child to destroy 
Him.”14 So Joseph got up and 
took the Child and His mother 
while it was still night, and left 
for Egypt. 15 He remained 
there until the death of  Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: “Out of  Egypt I called 
My Son.”



Joseph’s Point of View 
by Jubilee Hsieh

Matthew 1:18-25 discusses Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth. The story tells more of 
Joseph’s side than Mary’s or anyone else’s. The synopsis of Matthew’s account is this: 
Joseph and Mary are betrothed; Mary is pregnant; Joseph wants to divorce her 
quietly, and an angel appears and tells Joseph what really happened. Then, Joseph 
decides to stay and marry Mary, and Jesus is born and named. The story focuses on 
two things: Jesus as a fulfillment of scripture, and Joseph’s point of view.

For this Sunday of Advent, I am going to focus on Joseph’s point of view. Matthew 
tells us a number of things about Joseph. First, Joseph was called righteous. 
Therefore, his actions (wanting to divorce Mary, but also wanting to do it quietly) 
were just and right. In Jewish culture at this time, when two people were betrothed, 
they were legally married, but they just had not consummated the marriage yet. 
From Joseph’s perspective, Mary must have slept with someone else. As a righteous 
Jew, he could not marry her because this would condone her actions and her 
betrayal. Furthermore, if Joseph did not divorce her, people would assume that he 
had impregnated her before the time for them to consummate the marriage had 
arrived, which would cost him his reputation and his honor. I would not want to 
be in Joseph’s shoes. But then Joseph has a dream. And in that dream, an angel 
speaks to him and tells him about God’s plan to save His people from their sins 
through Jesus. The angel also references the passage in Isaiah about Emmanuel as a 
fulfillment of prophecy. And then Matthew ends the passage by saying: “And Joseph 
awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took 
Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His 
name Jesus.”

Joseph looked at his situation, knowing that his culture and the law and his own 
personal pride and honor were all commanding him to do the “right” and “just” thing 
by quietly divorcing Mary. But he could not do that. God told him otherwise, so 
without argument, he did as God told him. 

I wonder how often God could say of me, “And Jubilee did as the Lord commanded 
her.” Many times, I try to modify the Lord’s commandments to align with my narrow 
perspective. My point of view does not have the perspective of the Almighty God. 

As we travel through this Advent season let’s choose to honor God, without 
argument, even if it means losing personal pride and honor. So many times, I want to 
honor myself rather than honor God because I care about how righteous I look rather 
than how righteous I am. 

3rd Sunday of Advent  
December 14  Matthew 1:18-25

18 This is how the birth of  Jesus 
the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband 
was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 20 But after he had 
considered this, an angel of  the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of  David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins. ”22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: 
23 “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, 
he did what the angel of  the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
consummate their marriage until 
she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus.



The Hope of Friendship with God
by Diane Clark

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” And Mary freaked out. 

Well, it does not sound very biblical to say Mary freaked out, but yes, she 
was greatly troubled! The Angel Gabriel knew it and said, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary...” Mary’s ultimate response was one of obedience, one that she had 
probably spent her life rehearsing: I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.

The Genesis passage for the first Sunday of Advent brings dismay at disobedi-
ence and loss of God’s friendship. Have you ever lost someone you loved to be 
with? A family member? A good friend? My father had a stroke. I prayed that 
God would give my dad back to me the way he had been. How I missed him! 
For six years after that, I had my dad, but not the same friendship. He did 
not know me any more. His smile was not for me, it was just a smile. Adam 
and Eve had known the friendship of their Creator like none of us have and 
yet, they tossed it away as if it were nothing. They wanted equal power with 
him. The love of God for us is immense, but it is always the love of Creator to 
created ones. We always need to obey him. Adam and Eve began to fear God. 
It must have been terrible when they realized what they had lost. But Gabriel 
said to Mary, “Do not be afraid...”

After the great separation, God promised to restore friendship. When God 
says he will be with us, that is a promise of friendship, not battle and punish-
ment. And somehow, it was all on him to make the friendship happen. 

Gabriel said to Mary, “the Lord is with you!”He promised that Mary’s son 
would reign over the house of Jacob forever. Now, Jacob’s other name was 
Israel, which means, “he fights with God.” Reigning over the house of Jacob 
was no little promise! The fighting with God would be over and friendship 
would finally come. If you read Jacob’s story, you will see that God promised 
to “be with” him, too. It was a promise for Jacob then, and a promise for the 
House of Israel forever. Gabriel told Mary the friendship of God was being 
narrowed down to one person, Mary’s little son who would reign over Jacob’s 
house. The friendship with God that had been lost to Eve was given to us 
with this gift—the Son who would put a finish to all the fighting with God. 

On this Advent Sunday, think of the joy of that gift! One day Mary’s son 
would say, “It is finished!” He meant the fighting with God was finished. 
Jesus reigns over all creation and we are restored to our place—in Jesus we 
are obedient friends. We are no longer fighting against God in fear, but with 
God against Satan in hope, a very different thing!

26 In the sixth month of  Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of  David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 The angel went 
to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord 
is with you.”29 Mary was greatly 
troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of  greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus. 32 
He will be great and will be called 
the Son of  the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of  his 
father David, 33 and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; 
his kingdom will never end.”34 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the 
angel, “since I am a virgin?”35 The 
angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 
will come on you, and the power of  
the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be 
called[a] the Son of  God. 36 Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to 
conceive is in her sixth month. 37 
For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 
answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.er.

2nd Sunday of Advent  
December 7     LUKE 2:6- 38



Advent
The God Who Comes Near      Greg Hobaugh, High School Bible

Life in the Garden of Eden truly was a paradise on earth. But this was not because 
Adam and Eve did not have to worry about food preparation, house repairs, or weekly 
loads of laundry. Rather, it was paradise on earth because they had an unbroken and 
uninterrupted relationship with God.Genesis 2:25 sums it up this way – “they felt no 
shame.”  There was nothing to fear as fear did not exist.However, in Genesis 3, we find 
that Adam and Eve chose to take control of their own lives rather than submit to their 
Creator. The Serpent’s promise that they will know the difference between good and 
evil was true – but he did not explain was that once they knew the difference, Adam 
and Eve, in themselves, would not be able to remedy their broken relationships - either 
with each other or with God.For the first time in their lives, their Creator was a terror 
to them. They did what we all do (in much more sophisticated ways) – they attempted 
to run and hide from God. They were afraid. I cannot help but think of the famous 
dialog between Lucy and Charlie Brown in Charles M. Schultz’ A Charlie Brown 
Christmas –

Since the Fall, we all have spiritual pantophobia. In all honesty we do not like to ad-
mit that we are given to fear. Outwardly, we pretend to be strong and confident, able 
to handle what life throws at us. Without Jesus, however, we are a spiritually anxious 
people.

The good news of the Gospel is that the LORD did not leave us in this state of fear. In 
Genesis 3:15, He promises one who will come, who will crush the Serpent and restore 
relationship with his people. Without Jesus’ arrival, we would be left in our hopeless-
ness. What better introduction for the angel to declare to Joseph, Mary, Zacharias, 
and the shepherds at Jesus Christ’s birth – “FEAR NOT because I bring good tidings of 
great joy!”? Our loving Father knows that we are fearful. Yet, through the work of Jesus 
Christ, our deepest fears are relieved. By placing our trust in Jesus, we now have peace 
and a restored relationship with our loving Creator.

3 Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any of  the wild animals the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?”2 The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat 
fruit from the tree that is in the middle 
of  the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’”4 “You will 
not certainly die,” the serpent said 
to the woman. 5 “For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”6 When the 
woman saw that the fruit of  the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. 
She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 
Then the eyes of  both of  them were 
opened, and they realized they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for 
themselves. 8 Then the man and his 
wife heard the sound of  the Lord God 
as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of  the day, and they hid from 
the Lord God among the trees of  the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called 
to the man, “Where are you?”10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid.11 And he said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree that I commanded 
you not to eat from?”12 The man 
said, “The woman you put here with 
me—she gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.”13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What 
is this you have done?”The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.”14 So the Lord God said 
to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this,“Cursed are you above all 
livestockand all wild animals! You will 
crawl on your belly and you will eat 
dust all the days of  your life.15 And 
I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your off-
spring[a] and hers;he will crush your 
head,and you will strike his heel.”

Lucy: I think we better pinpoint your fears. If we can find out what 
you’re afraid of, we can label it. Are you afraid of responsibility? If you 
are, then you have hypengyophobia. How about cats? If you’re afraid of 
cats, you have ailurophasia. Are you afraid of staircases? If you are, then 
you have climacophobia. Maybe you have thalassophobia.  This is a fear 
of the ocean. Or gephyrophobia, which is the fear of crossing bridges. 
Or maybe you have pantophobia. Do you think you have pantophobia? 
Charlie: What’s pantophobia? 
Lucy: The fear of everything.
Charlie: That’s it!

Consider this amazing reality next time you sing this carol by Charles Wesley, 
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.

.
1st Sunday of Advent  
November 30   Genesis 3:1-15


